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The Supreme Court and the Judicial Commission in the Constitutional Court: Reform of Judicial Monitoring

Mahkamah Agung vs Komisi Yudisial di Mahkamah Konstitusi: Reformasi Pengawasan Hakim

This volume addresses the circumstances of the decision in 2006 by the Indonesian Supreme Court to take authority for the monitoring of the judicial system away from the Judicial Commission. 

The title and cover of this volume create the impression of a work authored by O.C. Kaligis. In fact it is an edited volume, with contributions from a range of people and organisations. The materials are diverse in type: submissions to the Supreme Court; reports on several relevant case studies; the text of the Supreme Court’s decision of 2006; newspaper articles reporting on the decision; and other relevant material.

The issue under examination forms part of the radical restructuring of Indonesian judicial structures following the fall of the New Order regime in 1998. This issue is evidence of the increasing empowerment of the Indonesian Supreme Court in the early twenty-first century after it was reduced to a virtual rubber stamp for regime policy during much of the first fifty years of Indonesian independence. The volume succeeds in presenting various arguments surrounding the issue, and provides a clear window on one aspect of the era of reform in Indonesia.

The published presentation may cause difficulty for the reader: various fonts are used for different sections, some quite small, others larger. The volume is probably most useful when “dipped into” for specific information rather than read from cover to cover. Such a diverse compilation would have benefited from a detailed index. Instead the reader must wade through vast bodies of text in search of particular items of information.
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