Fendoğlu, H. Tahsin. İslam ve Osmanlı Hukukunda Kölelik ve Cariyelik: Kamu Hukuku Açısından Mukayeseli Bir İnceleme. İstanbul: Beyan Yayınları, 1996, 344pp. 
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Slavery and Odalisque in Islamic and Ottoman Law: A Comparative Analysis of Public Law

İslam ve Osmanlı Hukukunda Kölelik ve Cariyelik: Kamu Hukuku Açısından Mukayeseli Bir İnceleme

This book was originally a thesis for an assistant professorship, which was accepted by a committee of leading Islamic and Turkish law scholars. H. Tahsin Fendoğlu’s main objective is to systematically explore the concepts of slavery and odalisque in public law, Islamic law and the Ottoman state. 

The book is divided into five parts. The first gives an account of slavery in public law. The second explores the transition from prisoner of war to slavery in Islamic-Ottoman law. The third examines slavery in private and public Islamic law. The fourth investigates the methods for the release of slaves, types of release, coercion, slave ownership and fugitive ownership in Islamic-Ottoman law. The final part of the book addresses slavery in terms of life and status in the Ottoman state, and the revocation of slavery. As a scientific thesis, the book includes a conclusion and assessment. The final part explains some terms, idioms, and concepts, and provides a guide to further research. 

Fendoğlu’s book is the result of detailed and systematic academic research. It sheds light on the highly debated and often misinterpreted topic of slavery from the approach of Islamic law. It is highly recommended to readers interested in the subject. 
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